




 
 
	  

March 24th, 2014 
 

Commissioners 
NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Municipal Building 
1 Centre Street, 9th Floor 
New York, New York 10007 
 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
It is with great pleasure that UPROSE strongly supports the Sunset Park Landmarks Committee 
Request For Evaluation for the creation of a historic district in Sunset Park, Brooklyn. UPROSE, 
founded in 1964, is Brooklyn’s oldest Latino community based organization. UPROSE is 
dedicated to the development of Southwest Brooklyn and the empowerment of its residents 
primarily through broad and converging environmental, sustainable development, and youth 
justice campaigns.   
 
We see preserving and landmarking our community as a way of addressing climate change. It is 
necessary to prevent over development that uses non-sustainable materials and increases the 
carbon footprint of this large walk-to-work community. Preservation also addresses our concerns 
of local displacement.   
 
Unlike many other areas in “Brownstone Brooklyn,” Sunset Park was built primarily for members 
of the working class and remains a predominantly working class neighborhood. Though some 
sections of Sunset Park have been remodeled, many blocks are, for the most part, intact and 
visually cohesive, showcasing the architectural form and beauty crucial to the community’s 
delightful, welcoming streetscapes. These streetscapes show the care that individual homeowners 
have taken with their historic homes.  
 
Right now, however, there are very real concerns about the neighborhood losing its character and 
sense of place. A disturbing, rapidly escalating trend has emerged as every year more and more 
two- and three-family homes are irreparably altered with historically insensitive changes.  The 
rowhouses in Sunset Park deserve to be protected by landmark designation.  
 
Thank you for considering a historic district in Sunset Park. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elizabeth C. Yeampierre , Esq.  
Executive Director 
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